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In the United States, bilingual education continues to provoke fierce debate. It seems that
nearly everyone—from educators to policymakers to parents with school-age children to those
without children—has a strong opinion on whether children with little fluency in English
should be taught. This discussion of the development of bilingual education in dominant
languages in South America focuses on the evolution of studies from relatively early attempts
to.
The development of bilingual education in South America can be traced back to the arrival of
the Spanish and Portuguese colonisers in the 15th and 16th centuries, when Catholic
missionaries began their evangelisation of the indigenous peoples using local vernaculars, as
well as Latin, Spanish and bethelsportsnetwork.com: Anne-Marie de Mejia. Traditionally,
debate on bilingual education has been conducted in two separate arenas: majority language
contexts involving international languages, such as English, French, Spanish and Portuguese,
and minority community contexts aimed at maintaining native Amerindian languages as well
as the different Sign Languages of the South American Deaf communities. Studies on
bilingual education in both majority and minority language contexts are included to provide an
integrated perspective on the issues related to bilingualism and bilingual education in the
South American subcontinent.
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